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Session 1. Inequality in the world  

The idea behind this theme is to introduce 

the students to a basic knowledge and 

understanding of the Inequality in the world 

and the differences between developed and 

developing countries.  

 

 

Session 2. Poverty and Inequality  

With this session we expand the knowledge 

and understanding of the concept of poverty 

and inequality in the world.  We examine the 

difference between extreme and relative 

poverty and we use role play activities. This 

gives the students the opportunity to 

empathise with people who live in poverty.  

Session 3. Resource exploitation and 

critical thinking  

In this session we look at how we use and 

manage natural resources and how this 

affects the world on a social and 

environmental level.  We involve children in a 

process of being critical, identifying their basic 

needs and the needs of others.  
 

 

Session 4. Fair Trade, Conclusions and 

reflection  

During this session we reflect on how every 

individual can make a difference and we show 

how our decisions can have a positive impact in 

the world by choosing which products to buy.  

1. Introduction 

The aim of this report is to present information about activities and progress within the Education 

for Sustainable Development Programme (ESD)  (2017 - 2018). 

2. Programme 

The programme aims to create awareness about poverty, global injustice and environmentalism 

and encourage young learners to question their daily lifestyle choices and their impact on the 

world.  

The programme consists of 4 workshops that explore different development topics and employs 

the use of interactive learning techniques to engage participants and allow them to gain an 

understanding of global development issues.  Each session lasts for 50-60 minutes.  

 

The Lessons and Learning outcomes in the programme are: 
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Primary Schools 

We worked with Primary 5, 6 and 7 (aged 

from 8 to 11) and we focused on aspects 

of the Northern Ireland curriculum 

related to development issues. The 

schools we work with include 

controlled, maintained, integrated 

and Irish medium language schools. 

This is very important due to the context 

and history of Northern Ireland. 

Youth Groups 

We offer different approaches to these 

groups, based on their age and previous 

knowledge about development. As some of 

the groups come from economically 

deprived areas we endeavor to develop 

strategies to engage the youth members, 

gaining their confidence and attention. 

3. Groups we worked with 

We offer the programme to schools, youth groups and women’s associations. The 

programme is always delivered for free. 

The programme is offered to a wide range of groups and take-up has grown in the last few 

years. We aim to grow the programme further.   

The groups are as follows: 

Would you rather activity 
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4. Improvements 

New Follow-up Primary Programme 

We have created two more sessions to add to the previous 4 lessons.  The idea behind these 

lessons is to build on the activities that were completed earlier and look at concepts of relative 

and extreme poverty, more extensively.  We have piloted these new sessions with three schools 

and the feedback was very positive. The sessions are as follow: 

Post-Primary Programme Progress 

We are working on a new programme designed with a more in-depth approach on sustainable 

development, social justice and empowerment.  The aim is to work with groups ranging from 

11-16 years of age. A first draft of the programme was piloted with the Bahai and Quaker 

youth communities last year. We are now working on a further planning stage, engaging with 

Grammar and Secondary Schools teachers to get their input on project development. 

Session 5: Extreme poverty 

In this lesson we explore the topic of extreme poverty 

through a game in which the students explore their 

own chances of survival in a developing country.  

Imagining they were born in India, into a poor family, 

they make and sell paper bags and reflect on whether 

they can exist on the income and buy basic needs. The 

lesson ends with a reflection about causes and myths 

about poverty and the importance of sustainable 

development goals. 

Session 6: Relative poverty 

In this lesson we look at the meaning of empathy and 

the concepts of equity, equality and fairness.  We 

present a hypothetical problem that could be related to 

their own experiences and we consider the root causes 

and alternative solutions to it.  

Paper bags activity 

Poverty tree activity 
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5. Feedback 

• The performance of the educators 

was rated at 4.5 out of 5. 

• 92% of the teachers think that the 

learning objectives are logically staged. 

• 96% of the teachers think that the 

activities and learning outcomes are 

appropriate to the age of the students. 

• 96% of the teachers think that the 

learning outcomes of the educational 

units have been reinforced. 

• 100% of the teachers think that  the 

programme, in general, has been 

successful and would recommend it to 

other schools or institutions.                                                                   

Teachers 

The information received from teachers and youth workers on the feedback form at the end of 

the course was as follows: 

Some comments from the teachers 

All these topics are very important 

and suited to the needs of different 

aspects of the curriculum. 

A mix of learning styles catered for. 

The length of the programme was 

good and beneficial for my class. It 

tied in well with my current 

teaching  topic. 

The lesson on reducing waste was 

excellent. The ‘trash me’ videos 

were very engaging and has good 

‘tips for change’ they can make in 

their own lives, great. 

Great discussion and really made 

the children think about life outside 

our school. It touched so many 

aspects of the curriculum. 

It was interesting to see that pupils 

don’t know much about the world 

beyond their own locality and this 

programme challenged this and 

provided them with a vocabulary to 

understand this better. 

Children enjoyed all the activities 

and great interaction. Great 

discussion and really made the 

children think about life outside our 

school.  
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How people work hard 
for our food and we 

don’t realize it. 

 

What the pupils identified as the most 

interesting thing they have learnt  in their own words... 

• 96% of the students recognise that 

they have the power to change the 

world for the better. 

• 99% of the participants believe in the 

importance of sending equipment and 

providing training to developing 

countries instead of sending money. 

• 96% of the students enjoyed the 

activities 

Students 

The information received from students on the feedback form at the end of the course was as 

follows: 

We can change the 
world by using less 
natural resources. 

Only 1% of the world is 
controlling the money. 
There are more poor 
than rich in the world. 

The fact that farmers 
don’t get as much as 

they deserve and work 
for. 

Just because you are not 
powerful doesn’t mean 
you can’t change the 
world. Anyone can. 

How much chocolate 
we eat a year is a total 

of 4000 blue whales. 

Participants were able to recognize: 

 

- The unfairness of the wealth distribution in 

the world. 
 

- The difference between extreme and 

relative poverty. 
 

- Participants are able to understand  

sustainable aid and the importance of 

communities  becoming self sufficient. 
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- We have worked with 20 institutions, of 

which 18 were primary schools and 2 were 

youth groups. 

 

- We have worked with a total of 815 

participants, of which 783 were from primary 

level and 32 were from youth groups. Among 

the participants from primary school, 54 took 

part in the new pilot programme. 

 

- We were more inclusive of all the 

communities in Belfast, working with 

Maintained schools (39%), Controlled schools 

(22%), Irish  medium language schools (22%) 

and Integrated schools (17%). 

 

- We have designed and piloted a new two-

session programme and the feedback was very 

positive. 

 

- We have made progress on the Post-Primary 

school programme by collecting the input 

from Secondary and Grammar teachers. 

 

- We have trained three volunteers on 

Sustainable Development issues and facilitating 

techniques which provided them with new 

skills and provided them with further  

opportunities for their careers.   

 

- We have worked with an international youth 

group, Friends Forever International. A group 

of young adults from EEUU with whom we  

explored international trade and global wealth 

inequality. 

 

- The total number of participants that we 

have worked with since the programme 

started is now over 2500 participants. 

 

 

During the school year 2017-2018 we have achieved the following: 

Breakdown of Beneficiaries 2017-18 
 

 

6. Results 
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7. Conclusion & Future 

One focus for this year was the development of new projects.  We designed a new follow up project 

for primary schools groups who had previously participated on the 4 week workshops. This enables us 

to work with participants on a deeper level of understanding about relative and extreme poverty and 

run new activities; this follows requests from previous year’s feedback. 

 

In addition we have made progress on the post-primary school programme. We have designed a survey 

to approach post-primary teachers from both grammar and secondary schools and the collected data 

will help us to add to the programme, ensuring that it remains relevant and challenging. 

 During this year the volume of Primary Schools where we worked with have increased considerably, 

leaving us with very little time to approach other groups. This is due to the fact that the programme has 

become well known among local schools. 

 

The feedback from the students and teachers lead us to believe that we are moving towards a more 

empowered society, with citizens that recognise their own responsibilities in creating a better world. 

We hope to continue working with  schools where we have formed a relationship and push forward 

the new projects to create a deeper understanding of Sustainable Development. 

International Trade Game 
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8. Graphics 

 

What the teachers found most interesting about the programme : 

Number of participants in the programme since the beginning. 

The  performance of the educators was rate at 4.4 out of 5 and the breakdown is as 

follows: 
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Primary level 2017-2018 

Name of the School N of Participants 

Bunscoil Mhic Reachtain Primary School 23 

Bunscoil Phobal feirste Primary School 51 

Currie Primary School 39 

Cliftonville Integrated Primary School 27 

Forge Integrated Primary School 48 

Gaelscoil An Lonnain Primary School 13 

Gaelscoil Na BhFal Primary School 20 

Hazelwood Integrated Primary School 45 

Holy Family Primary School 51 

Holy rosary Primary School 21 

Ligoniel Primary School 59 

Rosetta Primary School 28 

Sacred Heart Boys Primary School 44 

Seaview Primary School 90 

St Clare’s Primary School 56 

St Matthew’s Primary School  51 

St Patrick’s Primary School 75 

St Vincent de Paul Primary School 42 

Total 783 

Primary level Follow up Programme 2017-2018 

Name of the School N of Participants 

Gaelscoil An Lonnain Primary School 13 

Gaelscoil Na BhFal Primary School 20 

Sacred Heart Boys Primary School 21 

Total 54 

Youth Groups 2017-2018 

Name of the School N of Participants 

Clonard Monastery Youth Centre 20 

Friends Forever International 12 

Total 32 

Number of visits per Institution 2017-2018 

Overall Numbers 

Name of the School N of Participants 

Primary Schools 783 

Other 32 

Total 815 
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The longest journey starts with the  

first step... 


