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raising awareness of the issues of inequality, poverty, exploitation of
natural resources and sustainability;
encouraging everyone to reflect on how our lives impact the world and
others;
engendering the ability to think critically and suggest solutions to these
issues and changes to our lifestyles.

The objectives of the ESD programme include: 

Aim of Report
The purpose of this report is to provide information about the Education for
Sustainable Development (ESD) programme at Tools For Solidarity (2019-
2020).

Mission Statement
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My name is Roisin Sloan and I am delighted to be the Education Officer at
Tools For Solidarity (TFS). It will not be easy to follow in Laura’s footsteps,
but I am excited about the future of the programme. I have really enjoyed
delivering the programme to various participants since starting the post in
December 2019. I am convinced of the vital need to engage, challenge and
inspire people with regard to creating a fairer, more sustainable world.

Unfortunately, we did not have the opportunity to visit all of the groups we
had planned to or to finish the programme with 2 school groups due to
Covid-19. I wish to thank all those who booked the programme this year
and I will be in touch again in the next academic year. If you are new to the
programme or organisation please do not hesitate to contact me to book
(the programme is free of charge) or for more information. Contact details
are below.

New Education Officer
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TFS is happy to work with any group that is interested in education for
sustainable development and can tailor-make a programme to suit the
needs of a group.

The ESD programme for KS2 students has enjoyed particular popularity
since its beginning. Below is an overview of the 4 session programme aimed
at KS2 pupils which ties in with the Northern Ireland curriculum areas of
‘The World Around Us’ and ‘Personal Development and Mutual
Understanding’.

Overview of the Programme (Schools)

Session

1

2

3

4

Themes Objectives Learning
Outcomes

Time

Inequality
in the
World

Poverty

Resource
Exploitation

& Critical
Thinking

Fair Trade;
Conclusion

and
Reflection

Increase
knowledge &

understanding
of global
inequality

Increase
knowledge &

understanding
of the concept

of poverty

Increase
knowledge &

understanding
of the

exploitation of
natural

resources

Show a practical
example of how

our decisions
can make a
difference

Understanding
of inequality in

the world

Understanding
of the difference

between
extreme and

relative poverty

Knowledge about
how we use
resources

Knowledge about
where the resources

come from

Reflection
  about how

everyone can
make a

difference

1 hour

1 hour

1 hour

1 hour
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We also have a 2 session follow-up programme available to groups who
have done the initial 4 sessions the year before. This follow-up programme
offers a greater insight into the issue of poverty. It fosters empathy,
understanding and critical thinking.

Sessions Themes Objectives Learning
Outcomes

Time

5

6

Relative
Poverty

Extreme
Poverty

Increase
understanding

of relative
poverty

Increase
understanding

of extreme
poverty

Understanding of
the causes of

poverty, as well as
the concepts of
equity, equality

and fairness

Awareness of what
it would be like to

live in a developing
country

Further reflection
on what are basic

needs are

1 hour

1 hour
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Schools and Groups who Participated
2019/20

Primary Schools 2019-20

Name of School No. of Participants

Ballysillan Primary School

Bunscoil Bheann Mhadagáin

Cliftonville Integrated Primary School

Gaelscoil na bhFál

Holy Rosary Primary School

Knocknagoney Primary School

Sacred Heart Boys' Primary School

Seaview Primary School

St. Clare's Primary School

48

18

54

30

104

37

45

80

Wheatfield Primary School 24

Name of Group No. of Participants

Other Groups 2019/20

Transform Mencap (Downpatrick) 13

Total: 544

St. Patrick's Primary School (Churchill St)

75

29
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Controlled
36.4%

Catholic Maintained
36.4%

Irish Medium
18.2%

Integrated
9%
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A Breakdown of the Types of School Visited

The Programme Delivery of the Educators was
Rated as Follows: 

0% 25% 50% 75%

Good 

Very Good 

Excellent 

Topics the Teachers and Co-ordinators Liked
Most:

Poverty
26%

Fairtrade
20%

Inequality
20%

Tools For Solidarity
17%

My Responsibility
11%

Exploitation of Natural Resources
6%



Feedback from the Teachers
& Co-ordinators

Thank you for sharing the
programme with us - the
children really benefited
from lerning about labour
around the world!

Knocknagoney PS

The topics discussed were
pitched very well towards
the learners and there
were great discussions
and thoughtful responses
from the children.

Sacred Heart Boys' PS

I liked the time the
children had for
discussions, especially in
the fairtrade session.

Bunscoil Bheann
Mhadagáin

What I liked the most is
that it was real life
learning.

Ballysillan PS

Resources used by Roisin
and team were top class!
Very interactive and pupils
loved it.

Wheatfield PS

Excellent - the group really
enjoyed it! 

I liked the engagement
throughout.

           Transform Mencap
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Feedback: What the Participants
Learnt (in their Own Words)

We learnt fairtrade is
better because they give
farmers money for their
produce.

The most interesting thing
was that if there was a world
of a hundred [people], sixty
would be in Asia.

About where foods and
ingredients come from.

That splitting money isn't
that easy.

Everybody has the power
to change the world.

Tools here are better
than in Africa.

8



This year three students on the Queen's University Belfast MSc Leadership
for Sustainable Development course completed an 8 week placement with
Tools For Solidarity. Two of the students researched topics regarding
education for sustainable development. 

Thank you to all those teachers and education officers who completed
surveys and interviews to facilitate this research. Thanks to Teresa and
Helena for working with us and researching topics which will help us shape
the ESD programme in the future. Everyone at TFS is looking forward to
reading the findings.

As in previous years, the ESD programme was greatly enhanced by the
input and dedication of some of TFS's international volunteers, who were
able to gain experience in presenting and facilitating sessions in English.
Regrettably, this experience was necessarily curtailed with the onset of
Covid-19 in the latter part of the academic year. It would be remiss not to
mention their individual contributions to the programme. Many thanks to
Antoine, Daria, Jennifer and Manon.

Leadership for Sustainable
Development Research

Volunteers
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With a view to expanding the ESD programme, we have recently welcomed
two new local volunteers, Daisie and Paul, and one long-standing TFS
volunteer, Sam, to the ESD team. 

Looking ahead, there are exciting developments which the ESD team are
looking forward to realising. We of course wish to continue the delivery of
our sessions aimed at Key Stage 2 students, and as ever, our keen to work
with any group interested in sustainability. 

In the last couple of months we have been developing four sessions
expressly aimed at adults. It has been invigorating to see youth and children
leading the way in relation to awareness of green issues in recent years.
However, these issues are universal and not the problem of one generation
or group. While Tools For Solidarity has worked with adults on matters of
sustainable development in the past, we are happy to say that we now have
a dedicated programme available for adults (see more information in the
next section) which we will be piloting soon! Please do not hesitate to
contact Roisin for any further information.

Future of the ESD Programme
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Overview of ESD Sessions for
Adults

Session 1
Fashion

Session 2
Food and Hunger

Session 3
Climate Change

and Sustainability

Session 4
Cultural Diversity

How many items do you have in your wardrobe which
you've never worn? How many items of clothing do you
buy in a year? In this session, we grapple with such
issues as the human cost of fast fashion and how we
can change our relationship with clothes.

We discuss the problems with the world's food
system. Just under 11% of the world's population
is undernourished, yet around a third of all food
produced worldwide is wasted. We think about
what we can do to reduce our own food waste.

Nearly everything we do has an affect on the
climate, but therein lie the solutions to tackling
climate change! We discuss how we can change
our lifestyles for the benefit of the planet and
ourselves too.

What can we do to welcome people who come
from other cultures? What is the difference
between a migrant, a refugee and an asylum
seeker? In this session we examine cultural
diversity and attitudes towards other cultures.

It will be possible to avail of all four sessions or choose only those which are
of interest to you or your group. These sessions will also be delivered free
of charge. We are happy to deliver to community groups, church groups,
women's centres, businesses or any group of individuals interested in
making a greener world and improving the welfare of the people in it by
their individual and collective actions.
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